
Frequently Asked Questions: SAP Elementary School Budget 2017-18  

Background: For the third consecutive year, our district is facing a large budget deficit ($27 
million).  At SAP Elementary, that means we initially had a shortfall of $206,880.   We 
negotiated an increase in our allocation and now have a $56,870 budget shortfall.   

We have created this FAQ because decisions based on financial constraints are never easy, 
fair or clear cut. In spite of the difficult times for public education, Principal Johnson and the 
SAP school staff are dedicated to making sure the students get the absolute best and to that 
end there is extensive strategic analysis that goes into allocating the budget.  Everything is 
considered.  
 
Q:    What will the budget cuts look like next year at SAP?  
A:    Our school’s allocated budget for 2017-18 is $2,854,047.     Given our projected 
expenses, this results in a $56,870 shortfall.    To address this shortfall, staff cuts have 
been made and we are working on creative ways to address this change.   
 
Q:       Wait a minute, how can we be spending money to remodel the school and 
have a budget shortfall for operating expenses?   
A:    All funds for remodeling come out of a restricted budgetary pot of funds that cannot be 
used for general operating costs. 
 
Q:    How are decisions about the budget allocations made?  Will there be an 
opportunity for parents to give feedback? 
A:    Yes, we sent out a survey in mid April and thank you very much for your valuable 
input, opinions and creative ideas.   A summary of the survey findings is available at the 
Site Council portion of the school webpage.  In making her difficult decisions regarding cuts, 
Principal Ann Johnson took into consideration all the the input gathered at the survey and 
shared at the budget meetings hosted by Site Council.  
 
Q:    Who should I contact with my questions/concerns regarding our school’s 
budget cuts for 2017-2018?  What should I say? 
A:    Phone calls and emails can be directed to the School Board, Assistant Superintendent 
and interim Superintendent Thein.  (See contact info below.)     

“I’m concerned about cuts made to …… at SAP because….. ” 
Q:    What is the big picture?  What is happening at the Capitol? 
A:    The state of MN runs on a biennial budget. The current budget runs through June 30, 
2017.  The next budget will run July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2019.    We currently have a 1.65 
billion dollar surplus in the MN state budget. The Republican-led House recently approved a 
budget which has major differences from Governor Dayton’s budget.   
Governor’s budget- 

• more than $700 million in new spending 
• a 2 % per student increase annually             

State Legislature’s budget- 
• more than $300 million in new spending 



• a 1.25% per student increase annually in the House, 1.5% in the Senate 
• a change to teacher layoff rules 
• decreased funds to preschool programs (focus on scholarships and aid to help low-

income families afford early childhood education programs)  

You have likely received e-mails from the St. Paul Public Schools as well as Site Council 
encouraging you to express your opinions on the funding of public education.   

Q:    Who should I contact about my questions/concerns regarding state funding?  What 
should I say? 
A:     Visit www.gis.leg.mn/ -  for contact information for your local representatives  

And to familiarize with the impacts of the various budget proposals under debate at the 
capitol, please visit 
http://www.spps.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=10267&ModuleInstanceI
D=67134&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-
D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=62273&PageID=21665 

 
District Contact information 
School Board Members: 
Jon Schumacher, Chair, Jon.Schumacher@spps.org 612-719-5259 
Zuki Ellis, Vice Chair, Zuki.Ellis@spps.org 651-328-1443 
Mary Vanderwert, Clerk, Mary.Vanderwert@spps.org 651-431-8626 
Steve Marchese, Treasurer, Steven.Marchese@spps.org 651-468-5440 
Jeanelle Foster, Director, Jeanelle.Foster@spps.org 651-307-3177 
John Brodrick, Director, John.Brodrick@spps.org 651-645-7500 
Chue Vue, Director, Chue.Vue@spps.org 651-334-7691 
 
K-5 Assistant Superintendent: Andrew Collins 
Andrew.Collins@spps.org, 651-767-8376 
 
Superintendent (interim): Dr. John Thein 
John.Thein@spps.org, 651-767-8152 
 
 
	


